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Greetings Colleagues: As we roll into the end of the 2020-2021 academic year, I am genuinely
humbled by the fortitude, ingenuity and commitment that faculty and staff brought to their work this
year.  It’s Thank a Teacher Week and in addition to faculty, I want to thank everyone working in and
with Academic Affairs for your outstanding efforts this year. THANK YOU for your truly important
work in an academic year like no other.
 
My thanks as well to all of you who voted in the recent election regarding SU’s General Education
model.  The new model was approved and will launch in fall 2023.  I am so proud of the efforts of
the General Education Steering Committee (GESC) and the Faculty Senate for their thoughtful,
inclusive, and deliberate approach to this essential component of the undergraduate experience at
Salisbury University.  Current GESC members include: Melissa Boog, Tom Cawthern, Tom Goyens,
Randy Groth, José Juncosa, Kashi Khazeh, Deneen Long-White, Shawn McEntee, Kara Owens,
James Parrigin, Althea Pennerman, Maarten Pereboom, Mike Scott and Zach Townsend.  Thanks as
well to previous GESC members including James King, previous GESC chair.
 
Good News and Congratulations

Please join me in congratulating SU’s 2021 President’s Diversity Champion Award Recipients:
Faculty: Rebecca Anthony (Social Work), Carolina Bown (Communication), Jennifer Jewell
(Social Work), Y
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respectively.
And congrats to our hardworking colleagues in SU Conference Services who won the Outstanding
Institutional Achievement Award from the Association of Collegiate Conference and Events
Directors for their outreach efforts to young athletes last summer when their traditional summer
campus were cancelled.

 
Summer 2021 Planning
�         Although we plan to be at normal (pre-pandemic) densities in fall, summer session in-person

courses will take place at 3-foot distances.  Please contact Conference Planning for updated
classroom densities if you are not sure of summer classroom capacities.

�         The Juneteenth Holiday (observed this year on 6/18) was approved after the Summer Academic
calendar was finalized.  If you are teaching remote synchronous or in-person courses on 6/18,
please plan an alternative activity/assignments.

 
Fall 2021 Planning
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�         We appreciate your input through your department/program chair or dean regarding
learning gaps that we might anticipate in returning and new students. Without a doubt,
we will need to facilitate the re-orientation of returning and new students to more
conventional learning environments (e.g., expected behavior in the classroom,
attendance, etc.)

�         Because we expect the upcoming academic year to be more typical, the Provost’s
Council, which includes representation from Academic Affairs and Student Affairs,
recommends discontinuation of the Request for Course Modifications due to Covid-19
and return to the Emergency Absence Policy for students who need to miss class due to
illness or other challenges.

�         The Center for Student Achievement (CSA) saw a significant decrease in visits and
attendance this semester. Our collective goal for fall will be engaging and re-engaging
students.  The CSA plans to expand Supplemental Instruction and tutoring students.

�         The Henson School has plans to expand tutoring, recitation sections, and other
instructional support for students this fall.

�         We hope to continue offering testing center services next fall as possible. 
 

5. Faculty Support and Wellbeing
Faculty Development Day is planned for 8/25/21 and will have two foci: 1) supporting
Student Learning Outcomes (within and beyond the context of the recently approved GE
model); and 2) Needs Assessment for a Faculty Development Center.
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and exemption approval are being finalized.
�         COVID-testing dates are posted on the SU COVID website and will continue on a bi-weekly

basis for students, faculty and staff until SU has received verification of an individual’s
vaccination status (typically via CRISP, Maryland’s designated Health Information
Exchange).  Once vaccination status is indicated as completed, members of the campus
community will move to testing every 30 days. 

�         On-campus vaccination clinics are planned for 5/4, 5/10, and 5/11.  See the 4/30 email from
Stay Informed for more information.

 
Upcoming Dates of Interest (bold indicates events added this month)
5/4        Covid-19 Vaccination Clinic at SU (see 4/30 email from Stay Informed for more info)
5/10-11 Covid-19 Vaccination Clinic at SU (see 4/30 email from Stay Informed for more info)
5/11      Faculty and Staff Town Hall with President Wight at 3:30
5/12      Council of University System Faculty Town Hall at 3:30 (Zoom link for the Town Hall

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83828052233?
pwd=KzB6ZUNCWTJTOG55VUNRVWpCVFhodz09) see attached flyer

5/13-16 Grad Walk and Celebration Zones
5/14      Graduate Virtual Commencement launch at 6 pm
5/15      Undergraduate Virtual Commencement Ceremonies launch at 1 pm
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